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3.—QUEBEC. 

The geological formation of the province of Quebec indicates great latent 
wealth in minerals, as 90 p.c. of its immense area of 452,000,000 acres is underlain 
with rocks of pre-Cambrian age, an insignificant portion of which has as yet been 
touched by the prospector. The asbestos deposits of the Eastern Townships, 
which supply most of the world's requirements of this product, are at present the 
most important of the provinces mineral products. The tonnage has been contin
ually increasing since 1921, but prices have declined. 

Lead and zinc concentrates with values of gold and silver are shipped intermit
tently from Notre-Dame-des-Anges, and copper ores and concentrates have also 
been exported. Recent discoveries of gold in the northwestern part of the province 
adjacent to the Kirkland Lake district show that the rich gold deposits of Ontario 
extend across the interpro\rincial boundary into Northern Quebec and that the 
province may yet become an important producer of gold. Substantial quantities 
of bog iron ore are obtained in the vicinity of St. Maurice and Fermont near Three 
Rivers for the forges of French Canada, the first of which was established in 1670. 
Small quantities of titaniferous ore are now obtained from Baie St. Paul. Aluminium 
is manufactured in electric furnaces at Shawinigan Falls from imported bauxite ores. 

The considerable variety of mineral products—many of which are found widely 
distributed and constitute important mineral reserves—is indicated in Table 7* 
The Canadian production of chromite in 1923 was restricted to the Black Lake 
district of Quebec, where about 25,000 tons were mined and treated by the Quebec 
Chrome Corporation. Shipments during the year comprised 3,558 tons of chrome 
concentrates (48 p.c, Cr2 03) valued at $52,650. The deposits of phlogopite mica 
in the Lievre-Gatineau district have been worked for many years. The lime
stones and igneous rocks of the province supply cement, building and ornamental 
stone and other materials of construction. Clays are extensively used for the 
manufacture of brick and sewerpipe. 

7.—Mineral Production of Quebec, 1921-1923.1 
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lThereis also in this province an important production of aluminium from imported ores. 


